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The entire night is valid for counting the omer. 


[B] Said R. Yohanan, “That is the view of R. Eleazar b. R. Simeon, for 
R. Eleazar b. R. Simeon said, ‘From the point at which one begins 
to reap the grain for the omer, one begins to count [the omer, based 
on]: ‘From the time the sickle is first put to the standing grain you 
shall begin to number’” (Deut. 16:9). 


If that is the case, then once one has gone beyond the Sabbath limit, as 
soon as it got dark, one must begin to reap [the grain and count the 
omer]. [The whole night should not be suitable; rather, the cutting and, 
consequently, the counting, should be done just at the start of the night, 
contrary to M. 2:7A.] 


Is it really possible to cut matters that close? [The entire night is 
acceptable both for cutting the grain and for counting the omer. ] 


Therefore the entire night is valid for cutting the wheat for the 
omer. 


“If one was offering the meal-offering of the omer, and it became 
unclean in his hand, [if another is available,] one tells him, and they 
bring another in its place, but if not, one says to him, “Be wise and 
keep silent,” the words of Rabbi. 


R. Eleazar b. R. Simeon says, “One way or the other, he is told, ‘Be 
wise and keep silent,’ for the omer that was reaped not in accord with 
the law applying to it is invalid. [It cannot be reaped by day. It is better 
to offer the first omer, which is unclean, than another which to begin 
with is invalid. The priest’s frontlet will effect atonement for the 
uncleanness of the omer, so that is a lesser consideration. ] 


R. Eleazar b. R. Simeon maintains that the omer does not come from 
what already is in storage [but must be cut fresh from the field, at 
night]. [Hence what is in hand, freshly cut, must be used.] 


[D] Said R. Rabbah b. b. Hanah in the name of R. . Yohanan, “The 
view of R. Eleazar b. R. Simeon accords with the theory of R. 
Agiba, the teacher of his father.” 


[E] For we have learned there: R. Aqiba stated the governing 
principle: “Any act of labor that can be carried out on the eve 
of the Sabbath does not override the Sabbath, and any act of 
labor that cannot be done on the eve of the Sabbath does 
override the prohibitions of the Sabbath “ [M. Shab. 19:1]. 
[The cutting of grain for the omer does override the Sabbath. If it is 
cut by day, the omer is invalid. If, then, it is cut by day, it is 


